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EXPLANATORY LETTER TO PARENTS 


Some school boards in an effort to establish effective communication between 
school and parents are informing the latter of the French program being 
offered by sending home an explanatory letter. Donald W. M. Fraser, District 
Co-ordinator of French Programs, School District No. 44, North Vancouver 
sent such a letter to exvlain their Elementary French Pilot Program. The 
content of the program was spelled out and its general philosophy given. In 
part the letter read: 


“It is very important that we be as realistic as possible about the outcome 
of the program! We are sure you realize that it is really not possible that 
your child could become functionally bilingual in the short amount of time 
that he is and will be studying French. 20 minutes a day over a 6 or 7 year 
period could not possibly make him bilingual because in actual fact it takes 
about 1000 hours of an intensive neverending contact with the language for 
one to become functionally bilingual. The purpose therefore of our including 
French in his educational studies is to introduce him to a second language 
which happens to be a second Canadian language plus a recognized interna- 
tional language. We would hope by the studying of French that he would 
begin to show appreciation of another language’s culture, its ways of saying 
things and doing things, its differences and its values. It can, in short, expand 
his personal experience of his world environment and improve his capacity 
for bilingualism at an age when it is easier to learn a language.” 
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